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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Wade Johnson, RPT

  Hats off to Boston’s Debbie Cyr for her first-class illustrated
presentation on pedal lyres at our October meeting!  If you didn’t
get her handout, “Installing a Steinway Lyre, Easily!” and would
like a copy, contact our Editor or myself.
 
The other day I tuned a fairly new Hallet & Davis (Chinese)
upright for a customer, who bought it about a year ago from the
local dealer.  It looks quite well put together, and I liked the
sound.  My only objection:  jumpy tuning pins. And of course that
only bothers the tuner, not the customer unless he wants you out
of his house in a hurry.
 
Hope to see you at our last Chapter meeting of 2007, on the
15th...If there’s something you particularly wish the Chapter
would do in the way of a technical program in 2008, do contact
Ruth, or David Flanders, or myself.  At this point we still have
one or two slots open for this spring.

Wade

NOVEMBER MEETING
The Beginning Piano T echnician - by Dave Dragone
 
Dave will discuss the process of finding a course of study and
a mentor when considering starting a piano business.  How
can a new piano technician without a great deal of
experience provide the best possible service without getting
in over their head, and how can a mentoring relationship be
fostered that can work for both the mentor and the student? 
Dave will talk about his own experiences in these areas and
discuss ways that membership in the guild has assisted with
launching his piano business.
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Business Mtg
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November 15, 2007

7:00 pm

Meeting at
Avery Piano Co.

256 Weybosset St.
Providence, RI

Remember to join us for dinner
5:00 Trinity Brew House before the
meeting.  Trinity Brew House is at
186 Fountain Street on the corner
of Empire Street.

INSIDE
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Newsletter:
Ruth Van Dine
62 Stokes St., Warwick, RI 02889
Email – ruth@vandinedesign.com

Free to R.I. Chapter members, certain National PTG
officers, and reciprocally to other newsletter editors.
Non-members  may subscribe for $8.00 per year.
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President…………………………Wade Johnson, RPT
Vice President…………………Phinehas Valenti, RPT
Immediate Past President.............Pat Selemon, RPT
Treasurer…………………………..Arthur Sacco
Secretary………………………...David Flanders, RPT
Corresponding Secretary………..Ruth Van Dine

“All expressions of opinion and all
statements of supposed facts are
published on the authority of the editor
as listed and are not to be regarded as
expressing the views of this chapter or
the Piano Technicians Guild unless
statements or opinions have been
adopted by the Chapter or the Guild.”

Tid Bits.............
“My sole inspiration is a telephone call from a producer.”     —  Cole Porter

Piano & Violin Building
as shown in the Central North Carolina Chapter Newsletter of the Piano T echnicians Guild
Photo taken on Sept. 18, 2007 shows a building in the shape of piano in Huainan, east China’s Anhui Province.
The building is mainly used to display the layout pattern of the newly-built area in the city, with its main structure
built in the shape of black
piano and stairs in the
shape of violin.



Easy Spinet Action Removal
By Scott Helms, RPT- Agraffe Graffiti, Newsletter of the Phoenix Chapter, Piano Technicians Guild

    One of the jobs I hate the most is pulling and replacing a drop action. However, I have picked up a few
tricks over the years to make this job easier.  I’m sure these ideas are not all original to me, but I’m not
sure where I learned them.

    For spinet actions that have either slots or forks on the key ends to accept the lifters, one option is to
remove the keys from the piano after detaching the lifters. This prevents the lifters from getting caught on
the keys when you’re trying to pull the action out. Also, when putting the action back in, the back of the
keybed will push all of the lifters back toward the hammer rail for easy installation.  It really doesn’t take
that long to remove and reinstall the keys.

    As an alternative to removing the keys, you can simply use a long strip of 3” masking tape over the key
ends. After disengaging the stickers from the keys, stick the front edge of the tape along the keys about
1/4” forward of the key ends, and then fold the tape down over the forks and stick it to the back edge of
the keybed. The lifters will glide right over the masking tape and there’s nothing for them to get caught on,
whether you’re removing or re-installing the action.

    In actions where the lifters feed into a guide rail above the keys, I have a different trick. Many of us have
exercised new vocabulary when the stickers in this type of action fell out of the guide rail! Some people
use damper blocks to secure the stickers, but these can take up a fair amount of space in your tool kit.

   I use six 1/2” lengths of 1/8” rubber tubing (like air hose for a fish tank) to secure the stickers in the rail
before removing the action. Poke a hole through the sides of each tube with a nailset or screw. Pull the
sticker up through the rail (as when the note is being played) and “impale” the tube with the sticker
through the hole you punched. The tube will try to spring back into its original shape, and in doing so will
grab hold of the sticker so it can’t slide back off easily.  Put a tube on the end sticker in each section of
the piano, and all of the stickers will stay secure in the rail for action removal and replacement. The tube
pieces are so small and light, you won’t even notice them in your tuning case, but you’ll be glad they’re
there when you need them!
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J.S. Bach, “The W ell-Tempered Clavier 48 Preludes and Fugues” - played in Thomas Young’s Well-
Temperament of 1799 by Frank French.  For the first time the Well-Tempered Clavier can be heard in the
explicitly-stated, 18th Century well temperament that allows the characteristic of each major and minor key to
emerge as intended during the time of the composer. A subtle but certain difference is apparent when this
music is played in this authentic tuning.

This four-CD set contains more than four hours of music with liner notes on the history and development of
tuning keyboard instruments by Owen Jorgensen with French, Spanish and German language texts. This
production, more than two years in the making, was expertly recorded using a Bösendorfer 225 concert piano.

Price $49.95 plus $3.00 shipping and handling.  Order your copy of this historic recording by check or money
order from:
Frank French, P.O Box 225202, San Francisco CA, 94122  415-731-8611.
 Available on-line at www.cdbaby.com or www.frankfrench.info
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The following is a proposal that the Connecticut Chapter put out in thier newsletter:

Membership Category By-Laws Proposal
Connecticut Chapter Piano Technicians Guild

New Membership Category:  Allied Piano Trades Member, Franchised
Definition: A member in good standing that produces a major part of their livelihood in the piano service
industry, not by tuning, but by related repair specialties, including but not limited to: action restoration, key
recovering, refinishing and rebuilding.

Requirements to become Allied Piano Trades Member, Franchised:
· An Associate member of PTG for two or more years.
· Produces a major part of their livelihood by providing piano services other than tuning.

Procedure to become Allied Piano Trades Member, Franchised:
· Local chapter would propose the Associate member by 2/3 vote of membership to become Allied

Piano Trades Member, Franchised.
· Local chapter would submit written resume of proposed member’s qualifications and summary of

why they should be elevated to this membership status.
· Application would continue on to the PTG Board of Directors for review.  The Board would vote to

recommend the member to Council or not.
· Application would be submitted by National Board with their recommendation in Council Agenda

Book.
· Council would review and debate the merits of the application and approval would be granted by a

2/3 vote.

Upon vote and acceptance, member can have benefits of franchised status and advertise as Allied Piano
Trades Member.

Comments: For PTG to become truly representative of the whole piano service industry, it is important to
recognize those that contribute to our organization in ways other than tuning. There are many long time
associate members who make their livelihood servicing the piano industry through specialties such as:
action restoration, key recovering, refinishing and rebuilding.  While these services are difficult to test
objectively, RPT members who know and use the services are well aware of the quality of the work since
the RPT is often the contractor representing the work to piano owners.  Approval by 2/3 of the Chapter
RPTs should be a reliable indication that the person being proposed for Allied Trades status is a valued
and respected member of the piano services community. This membership category would now allow
this dedicated PTG member:

· Voting representation
· Opportunity to hold office
· Opportunity to serve the chapter as a Council delegate and on various committees

By franchising these members, PTG can utilize their talents and energy to make ours a more united
piano service organization and become fully representative of the piano service industry.



Upcoming Meeting Dates:
November 15 –  The Beginning Piano T echnician –

David Dragone

December – No Meeting

January – No Meeting

Rhode Island Chapter
www .RI-PTG.org

Rhode Island Chapter
www.RI-PTG.org

Ruth Van Dine
62 Stokes Street
Warwick, RI 02889


